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THE  AWARD 


The  North  Carolina  Awards  were  Instituted  by  the 
1961  General  Assembly,  which  acted  on  the  idea  of 
the  late  Dr.  Robert  Lee  Humber  of  Greenville,  then 
State  Senator  from  Pitt  County.  The  purpose  of  the 
Awards,  as  set  forth  in  the  statutes,  is  to  recognize 
"notable  accomplishments  by  North  Carolina  citi- 
zens in  the  fields  of  scholarship,  research,  the  fine 
arts  and  public  leadership."  It  is  the  highest  honor 
the  state  can  bestow. 
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The  North  Carolina  Award  was  designed  by  the  eminent  sculptor  Paul  Manship  and  was  one  of  his  last  commissions  before  his  death. 


Dr.  Christopher  C.  Fordham  III,  Chairman        T'TT'P   NORTH 
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Carolyn  Collins  CAROLINA 

John  S.  Stevens  A  W  AliU  O 

COMMITTEE 


The  North  Carolina  Award  is  the  highest  honor 
our  state  can  bestow.  Created  in  1961  by  the  General 
Assembly,  the  award  is  given  yearly  to  men  and 
women  who  have  made  significant  contributions  in 
science,  literature,  fine  arts,  and  public  service. 

On  behalf  of  all  North  Carolinians  I  congratulate 
the  1997  award  recipients  for  their  outstanding 
achievements.  We  in  North  Carolina  are  grateful  to 
these  outstanding  citizens  for  their  leadership,  ser- 
vice, and  talent. 
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PROGRAM 


34th  North  Carolina  Awards 


Dinner  and  Awards  Presentation 

Raleigh  Marriott  Crabtree  Valley 
November  17,  1997 

Welcome 

The  Honorable  Betty  Ray  McCain,  Secretary 
North  Carolina  Department  of  Cultural  Resources 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Captain  D.  R.  Scheu 

United  States  Navy,  Retired 

U.S.S.  North  Carolina  Battleship  Memorial 

Wilmington,  North  Carolina 

Invocation 

The  Reverend  James  H.  McKinnon,  Jr. 
First  Presbyterian  Church 
Wilson,  North  Carolina 

Entertainment 

Andrew  McAffee,  French  Horn 
Paul  Randall,  Trumpet 
Timothy  Stewart,  Trumpet 
James  T.  Miller,  Trombone 
David  G.  Lewis,  Tuba 

Remarks 

Dr.  Christopher  C.  Fordham  HI 

Chairman,  North  Carolina  Awards  Committee 

Awards  Presentation 

The  Honorable  James  B.  Hunt  Jr.,  Governor 
State  of  North  Carolina 

Video  Documentation  Program 
Department  of  Cultural  Resources 

Centerpieces  provided  by  Sandi's  Florist 
Garner,  North  Carolina 

Wine  provided  by  Mutual  Distributing  Company 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
—  Jimmy  Knzor 


PAST  RECIPIENTS 


1964 

John  N.  Couch 

Science 

Inglis  Fletcher 

Literature 

John  Motley  Morehead 

Public  Service 

Clarence  Poe 

Public  Service 

Francis  Speight 

Fine  Arts 


1965 

Frank  P.  Graham 

Public  Service 
Paul  Green 
Literature 

Gerald  W.  Johnson 
Literature 
Hunter  Johnson 
Fine  Arts 

Frederick  A.  Wolf 
Science 


1966 

Bernice  Kelly  Harris 

Literature 

Luther  H.  Hodges 
Public  Service 
A.  G.  Odell,  Jr. 
Fine  Arts 
Oscar  K.  Rice 
Science 


1967 

Albert  Coates 

Public  Service 

Jonathan  Daniels 

Literature 

Carl  W.  Gottschalk 

Science 

Benjamin  F.  Swalin 

Fine  Arts 

Hiram  Houston  Merritt 

Science 


1968 

Robert  Lee  Humber 

Public  Service 

Hobson  Pittman 

Fine  Arts 

Vermont  C.  Royster 

Literature 

Charles  Phillips  Russell 

Literature 

Stanley  G.  Stephens 

Science 


1969 

Kenneth  M.  Brinkhous 

Science 

May  Gordon  Latham 

Public  Service 

Ovid  Williams  Pierce 

Literature 

Charles  W.  Stanford.  Jr. 

Fine  Arts 


1970 

Philip  Handler 

Science 

Frances  Gray  Patton 

Literature 

Henry  C.  Pearson 

Fine  Arts 
Terry  Sanford 

Public  Service 


1971 

Guy  Owen 

Literature 

James  H.  Semans 

Fine  Arts 

Mary  Duke  Biddle  Trent 

Semans 
Fine  Arts 
Capus  Way  nick 
Public  Service 
James  Edwin  Webb 
Science 


1972 

Sidney  Alderman  Blackmer 

Fine  Arts 

Edward  E.  Davis,  Jr. 

Science 

John  Ehle 

Literature 

William  Dallas  Herring 

Public  Service 

Harold  Hotelling 

Science 


1973 

Helen  Smith  Bevington 

Literature 

Ellis  Brevier  Cowling 

Science 

Burke  Davis 

Literature 
Sam  J.  Ervin 

Public  Service 
Kenneth  Ness 
Fine  Arts 


1974 

William  C.  Fields 

Fine  Arts 

Thad  G.  Stem,  Jr. 

Literature 

Ellen  Black  Winston 

Public  Service 

James  B.  Wyngaarden 

Science 


1975 

Doris  W.  Betts 

Literature 

John  L.  Etchells 

Science 

William  C.  Friday 

Public  Service 

Robert  Ward 

Fine  Arts 


1976 

Romare  Bearden 

Fine  Arts 

C.  Clark  Cockerham 

Science 

Foster  Fitz-Simons 

Fine  Arts 

Juanita  M.  Kreps 

Public  Service 

Richard  Walser 

Literature 


1977 

Elizabeth  Duncan  Koontz 

Public  Service 

Reginald  Glennis  Mitchiner 

Science 

Reynolds  Price 

Literature 

Joseph  Curtis  Sloane 

Fine  Arts 

Jonathan  Williams 

Fine  Arts 


1978 

Robert  Robey  Garvey,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Henry  L.  Kamphoefner 

Fine  Arts 

David  Coston  Sabiston,  Jr. 

Science 

Harriet  L.  Tynes 

Public  Service 

Manly  Wade  Wellman 

Literature 


1982 

Selma  Hortense  Burke 

Fine  Arts 

Nancy  Winbon  Chase 

Public  Service 

Floyd  W.  Denny,  Jr. 

Science 

Willie  Snow  Ethridge 

Literature 

R.  Phillip  Hanes,  Jr. 

Fine  Arts 


1983 

Heather  Ross  Miller 

Literature 
Frank  Guthrie 
Science 

Mary  Dalton 
Fine  Arts 
Harry  Dalton 
Fine  Arts 
Hugh  Morton 
Public  Service 


1984 

George  Watts  Hill 

Public  Service 

Robert  L.  Hill 

Science 

Maud  Gatewood 

Fine  Arts 

Lee  Smith 

Literature 

Joseph  Mitchell 

Literature 

Andy  Griffith 

Fine  Arts 


1988 

Edith  London 

Fine  Arts 

Pedro  Cuatrecasas 

Science 

Charles  Edward  Eaton 

Literature 

William  S.  Lee 

Public  Service 

David  Brinkley 

Public  Service 


1989 

Loonis  McGlohon 

Fine  Arts 

Gertrude  B.  Elion 
Science 

Ronald  Bayes 
Literature 

Maxine  M.  Swalin 
Public  Service 
Roy  Park 
Public  Service 


1990 

Leon  Rooke 

Literature 

H.  Keith  H.  Brodie 

Science 

Bob  Timberlake 

Fine  Arts 

Dean  Wallace  Colvard 
Public  Service 
Frank  H.  Kenan 

Public  Service 


1994 

Sarah  Blakeslee 

Fine  Arts 
Richard  Jenrette 

Public  Service 

Elizabeth  Spencer 

Literature 

Marshall  Edgell 

Science 

Freda  Nicholson 

Public  Service 


1995 

Banks  C.  Talley  Jr. 

Public  Service 

John  S.  Mayo 

Science 

John  Biggers 

Fine  Arts 

Clyde  Hutchison  HI 

Science 

James  Applewhite 

Literature 

Kenneth  Noland 

Fine  Arts 


1996 

Robert  W.  Scott 

Public  Service 

Martha  Clampitt  McKay 

Public  Service 

John  L.  Sanders 

Public  Service 

Betty  Adcock 

Literature 

Joseph  S.  Pagano 

Science 

Joanne  M.  Bath 

Fine  Arts 


1979 

Archie  K.  Davis 

Public  Service 
John  D.  deButts 
Public  Service 
Harry  Golden 
Literature 
Walter  Gordy 
Science 
Sam  Ragan 
Fine  Arts 


1980 

Fred  Chappell 

Literature 

George  H.  Hitchings 

Science 

Robert  Lindgren 

Fine  Arts 

Dan  K.  Moore 

Public  Service 

Jeanelle  C.  Moore 

Public  Service 


1981 

Adeline  McCall 

Fine  Arts 
Glen  Rounds 
Literature 
Ralph  H.  Scott 
Public  Service 
Vivian  T.  Stannett 
Science 
Tom  Wicker 
Literature 


1985 

J.  Gordon  Hanes,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Wilma  Dykeman 

Literature 

Irwin  Fridovich 

Science 

Claude  F.  Howell 

Fine  Arts 


1986 

Joseph  M.  Bryan 

Public  Service 
Billy  Graham 
Public  Service 
A.  R.  Ammons 
Literature 
Ernest  L.  Eliel 
Science 
Doc  Watson 
Fine  Arts 


1987 

John  T.  Caldwell 

Public  Service 

Charles  Kuralt 

Public  Service 

Maya  Angelou 

Literature 

Robert  J.  Lefkowitz 

Science 

Harvey  K.  Littleton 

Fine  Arts 


1991 

William  J.  Brown 

Fine  Arts 

Mary  Ellen  Jones 

Science 

Robert  R.  Morgan 

Literature 

Jesse  H.  Meredith 

Public  Service 

Elizabeth  H.  Dole 

Public  Service 


1992 

Louis  D.  Rubin,  Jr. 

Literature 

John  M.J.  Madey 

Science 

William  McWhorter  Cochrane 

Public  Service 

Maxwell  R.  Thurman 

Public  Service 

Charles  R.  "Chuck"  Davis 

Fine  Arts 


1993 

John  Hope  Franklin 

Literature 
Oliver  Smithies 
Science 
Joe  Cox 
Fine  Arts 
Eric  Schopler 
Public  Service 
Billy  Taylor 
Fine  Arts 
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PUBLIC  SERVICE 
Thomas  S.  Kenan  III 


For  countless  hours  of  service  and  philanthropic 
support  of  the  state's  cultural,  educational,  and  medi- 
cal institutions,  Thomas  S.  Kenan  III  receives  the  1997 
North  Carolina  Award  for  Public  Service. 

After  serving  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  graduating  from 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  Kenan 
became  interested  in  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of 
Art.  He  has  served  on  its  various  boards  for  over 
twenty-five  years,  including  the  North  Carolina 
Museum  of  Art  Foundation  that  acts  as  a  fund-raising 
arm  of  the  museum;  he  has  served  as  its  chair  for  many 
years  and  has  been  successful  in  attracting  major  gifts 
to  the  institution.  He  has  played  a  similar  role  at  the 
North  Carolina  School  of  the  Arts;  he  was  appointed  to 
the  board  at  the  School's  founding.  He  has  continued  to 
serve  the  school  for  over  thirty  years  raising  funds  and 
assisting  various  programs,  especially  international 
music.  For  years  he  has  traveled  with  the  student 
orchestra  to  Europe. 

Since  the  Executive  Mansion  Fine  Arts  Committee 
was  created  by  Governor  and  Mrs.  Dan  K.  Moore,  he 
has  served  under  five  governors  and  their  wives  to 
preserve  the  historic  building  and  its  fine  furnishings. 
He  has  raised  funds  and  made  major  donations  in  his 
continuing  support  for  the  state's  historic  executive 
mansion. 

As  a  member  of  the  Duke  Endowment  Board  of 
Trustees,  he  has  helped  provide  support  for  health  care 
for  the  people  of  both  Carolinas.  Much  of  this  work  has 
focused  on  four  universities:  Furman  University  in 
South  Carolina,  and  Duke  University,  Davidson  Col- 
lege, and  Johnson  C.  Smith  University  in  the  Tar  Heel 
state. 

He  has  served  his  alma  mater,  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  in  a  broad  range  of 
ways  with  consistent  service  on  its  boards  and  commit- 
tees, including  the  Kenan-Flagler  Business  School 
Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Institute  of  Arts  and  Humani- 
ties Advisory  Board.  He  has  also  served  on  Duke  Uni- 
versity's Chapel  Advisory  Board  and  Art  Museum-— 
President's  Art  Committee. 

Kenan's  service  as  a  philanthropist  has  been  indefa- 
tigable. He  has  long  been  a  trustee  of  the  William  Rand 
Kenan  Charitable  Trust,  using  its  resources  to  support 
Institutes  for  Science  and  Engineering  at  North  Caro- 
lina State  University,  for  entrepreneurship  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  and  the  A+ 
School  Program  through  the  Thomas  S.  Kenan  Insti- 
tute for  the  Arts. 

Two  former  family  residences  have  been  major 
ongoing  projects  for  Kenan.  His  father  purchased  Lib- 
erty Hall,  the  Kenan  family  home  in  Kenansville,  in 
1965.  He  donated  the  property  to  Duplin  County,  and, 
through  the  years,  Tom  has  helped  make  this  property 
a  major  heritage  tourism  attraction;  built  in  the  1830s, 
the  home  is  now  part  of  a  tourist  complex.  Kenan  was 
also  instrumental  in  restoring  the  former  Henry  Mor- 
rison Flagler  residence  in  Palm  Beach;  it  has  been  the 
home  of  his  great  aunt,  Mary  Lily  Kenan,  Flagler's 
third  wife.  Kenan  has  helped  locate  original  furnish- 
ings as  well  as  oversee  the  restoration  work. 

His  honors  include  the  Morrison  Award  for  support 
and  leadership  in  the  State's  cultural  advancement, 
the  Albert  Schweitzer  Medal  for  Artistry,  and  the 
UNC  Alumni  Award. 

A  Chapel  Hill  resident,  Kenan  is  looking  forward  to 
mountain  climbing  in  Idaho  in  the  spring. 


An  internationally  renowned  ceramics  expert  whose 
thirst  for  knowledge,  adventure,  and  art  has  fueled 
journeys  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  globe.  M.  Mel- 
lanay  Delhom  receives  the  1997  North  Carolina  Award 
in  Fine  Arts  for  contributions  to  ceramics  scholarship. 
Her  2,000  piece  collection,  spanning  two  millennia  and 
nine  cultures,  has  helped  put  the  Mint  Museum  and 
Charlotte  on  the  cultural  map. 

Born  in  Ft.  Worth,  M.  Mellanay  Delhom  was  father- 
less from  an  early  age  but  her  mother  always  encour- 
aged her  to  be  "something  special."  At  twelve,  she 
became  interested  in  Eastern  religions  and  how  artists 
used  colors,  shapes,  and  designs  to  express  belief. 
When  she  was  just  seventeen,  she  bought  her  first  art. 
two  wooden  carvings.  Sensing  the  history  of  pottery 
tells  the  story  of  man.  Miss  Delhom  immersed  herself 
in  ceramics,  quickly  learning  to  tell  fake  from  real. 
Her  special  love  soon  became  English  ceramics. 

Meanwhile,  encouraged  by  her  mother,  she  took  busi- 
ness classes,  studied  dance  and  acrobatics,  and  at- 
tended Texas  Christian  University. 

In  her  twenties.  Miss  Delhom  operated  a  dance  stu- 
dio but  at  thirty  moved  to  Chicago  to  go  into  advertis- 
ing. She  studied  at  the  Art  Institute  and  DePauw  Uni- 
versity and  began  building  a  ceramics  collection.  Her 
Chicago  career  included  buying  an  old  mansion  and 
developing  it  into  condominiums  and  in  the  early  '50s. 
she  co-founded  the  famed  Shangri-La  restaurant. 

After  twenty  years  with  the  restaurant.  Miss  Del- 
hom retired  to  study,  travel,  and  collect.  While  in  Chi- 
cago, she  had  joined  the  Oriental  Society,  the  Wedg- 
wood Society,  and  the  American  Ceramics  Society 
(which  she  helped  found)  and  soon  was  giving  lectures 
instead  of  listening  to  them. 

In  the  mid  1960s,  art  museums  worldwide  began 
courting  Miss  Delhom  and  her  priceless  collection.  To 
lure  her  to  Charlotte,  the  Mint  Museum  made  space  for 
both  Delhom  and  her  collection  and  in  1968.  the  Del- 
hom Gallery  and  the  Center  for  Ceramic  Study  opened. 
Today,  Miss  Delhom's  own  reference  books  are  the 
foundation  for  the  museum's  Delhom-Gambrell  Refer- 
ence Library. 

From  1967  to  1985,  M.  Mellanay  Delhom  was  the 
gallery's  curator,  adding  to  the  collection,  lecturing, 
writing  articles  and  papers,  and  organizing  presti- 
gious gatherings  of  the  world's  leading  ceramics 
authorities.  She  also  became  interested  in  North  Caro- 
lina's native  pottery  and  a  strong  supporter  of  contem- 
porary artists.  In  1971,  Miss  Delhom  founded  the 
North  Carolina  Historical  Pottery  Exploration,  re- 
sponsible for  finding  the  earliest  known  pottery  in 
North  Carolina  and  establishing  a  link  between  Tar- 
heel and  18th  century  Staffordshire  potters. 

Her  honors  include  an  honorary  doctorate  from 
Queens  College,  election  as  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts.  Manufacture,  and 
Commerce  in  London,  and  the  Ruth  Coltrane  Cannon 
Cup  from  the  North  Carolina  Society  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Antiquities. 

A  brilliant  scholar  with  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  Miss 
Delhom  has  escorted  numerous  groups  to  major 
ceramics  centers  in  China,  England.  Russia.  India, 
and  several  Middle  Eastern  countries.  Today,  this 
Charlotte  resident  still  works  daily  at  the  Mint  as  a 
consultant,  instillinga  love  of  ceramics  in  all  who  listen 
to  her. 


FINE  ARTS 

M.  Mellanay  Delhom 


SCIENCE 
Robert  Ian  Bruck 


Some  men  and  women  are  not  afraid  to  make  waves; 
Dr.  Robert  Ian  Bruck  of  North  Carolina  State  Univer- 
sity is  one  of  these  rare  people.  For  his  courage  and 
pioneering  work  on  the  causes  of  Appalachian  forest 
declines  over  the  past  thirty  years,  he  receives  the  1997 
North  Carolina  Award  in  Science. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  Dr.  Bruck  grew  up  on  Long 
Island  and  earned  a  B.A.  in  biology  from  the  State 
University  of  New  York  (SUNY)  at  Buffalo  in  1973. 
Several  professors  encouraged  him  to  study  forest 
pathology;  in  1977  Bruck  received  joint  doctoral  de- 
grees in  forest  pathology  from  SUNY  and  Syracuse 
University.  After  completing  postdoctoral  studies  at 
Cornell,  Dr.  Bruck  accepted  a  position  as  an  assistant 
professor  of  plant  pathology  and  forestry  at  North 
Carolina  State  University  in  1979. 

In  the  early  1980s,  after  seeing  the  devastating 
effects  of  air  pollution  on  Germany's  Black  Forest, 
Bruck  began  researching  similar  pathologies  in  the 
forests  of  Mt.  Mitchell,  Appalachia's  highest  peak. 
Between  1984  and  1987,  he  and  his  assistants  studied 
the  Red  Spruce  and  Fraser  Fir  stands  near  the  summit 
of  one  of  the  East's  most  magnificent  high  altitude 
forests. 

At  the  study's  conclusion,  Dr.  Bruck  announced 
their  research  showed  conclusively  that  sulfur  dioxide 
and  nitrogen  oxide  emissions  from  hundreds  of  miles 
west  were  blanketing  Mt.  Mitchell  in  the  form  of  acid 
rain,  fog,  and  snow;  these  emissions  were  killing  the 
trees.  Citing  a  stunning  85-87%  mortality  rate  among 
Red  Spruce  alone,  Bruck  and  his  associates  called  for 
strong  federal  action  to  curb  the  pollution. 

At  this  point,  a  deluge  began.  Apparently  worried 
about  the  effect  of  possible  air  pollution  abatement 
requirements  on  U.S.  business,  the  federal  govern- 
ment attacked  the  veracity  of  Bruck's  research.  Grants 
were  withdrawn  and  even  some  of  the  scientist's  peers 
denounced  his  work  as  environmentalist  pandering.  In 
spite  of  these  obstacles,  Bruck  has  continued  his  work, 
contributing  immeasurably  to  our  understanding  of 
air  pollution,  its  effect  on  forest  health,  and  possible 
solutions. 

Now  an  internationally  recognized  authority  on  this 
subject,  Dr.  Bruck  has  published  over  a  hundred 
research  papers,  spoken  to  four  hundred  national  and 
international  groups,  and  testified  before  Congress 
thirteen  times.  Currently,  he  serves  as  Special  Assist- 
ant to  the  Vice  Chancellor:  Coordinator  of  University 
Environmental  Programs;  Director  of  the  Institute  for 
Environmental  Technology  Education;  and  Professor 
of  Plant  Pathology,  Forestry,  Ecology,  and  Environ- 
mental Science  at  North  Carolina  State  University; 
Dr.  Bruck  served  as  Director  of  Environmental  Sci- 
ence for  former  Governor  Martin.  He  also  has  advised 
Governor  Hunt  on  environmental  issues. 

Honored  as  the  state  Sierra  Club's  "Environmental 
Hero  of  the  Decade"  in  1996,  Bruck  was  the  National 
Biographical  Institute's  "Man  of  the  Year"  that  same 
year,  received  the  PEW  Environmental  Scholar 
Award  in  1995,  and  was  asked  to  serve  as  the  science 
advisor  on  the  PBS  production,  "The  Search  for  Clean 
Air,"  narrated  by  Walter  Cronkite. 

A  true  hero.  Dr.  Bruck  teaches  freshman  classes  on 
environmental  science  and  enjoys  escorting  students  to 
South  and  Central  American  rain  forests.  He  lives  in 
Gary  with  his  wife  Debby  and  three  children. 


The  founder  of  the  first  biracial  group  in  Durham  to 
address  social  issues,  Elna  Bridgeforth  Spaulding 
receives  the  1997  North  Carolina  Award  in  Public 
Service  for  her  enduring  dedication  to  helping  the  dis- 
enfranchised and  poor  of  her  community. 

Raised  under  the  shadow  of  Jim  Crow  in  Tuskegee, 
Alabama,  Spaulding  witnessed  the  racism  and  harsh 
living  conditions  many  Alabamians  had  to  endure 
when  she  taught  in  poor  rural  areas  of  her  state.  Later, 
when  she  traveled  to  several  underdeveloped  countries 
with  her  husband  Asa  Spaulding,  Sr.  (former  presi- 
dent of  North  Carolina  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany), her  concern  for  the  less  fortunate  deepened. 
Greatly  affected  by  these  experiences,  Spaulding  felt 
particularly  frustrated  and  helpless  over  the  discrimi- 
nation and  poverty  faced  by  many  in  her  own  com- 
munity. 

In  1968,  Elna  Spaulding  attended  a  Women-In- 
Action  national  conference  in  New  York  City  where 
she  learned  how  to  turn  her  concern  into  action.  Occur- 
ring only  months  after  the  murder  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King.  Jr.,  Spaulding  recalls.  "Riots,  burnings 
and  loss  of  life  were  occurring  everywhere.  Neither  the 
governmental  bodies  nor  the  public  safety  officials 
seemed  to  be  able  to  bring  the  great  tide  of  violence 
under  control."  In  Durham  tensions  increased  from  a 
black  buying  boycott;  the  potential  for  violence  seemed 
real. 

Spaulding  didn't  waste  any  time.  She  placed  an 
advertisement  in  the  local  paper  asking  women  of  all 
races  who  shared  her  concerns  to  call  her.  After  hear- 
ing from  twenty-five,  Spaulding  organized  the  first 
meeting  of  what  became  known  as  Women-In-Action 
for  the  Prevention  of  Violence  and  its  Causes,  Inc. 
Instead  of  twenty-five,  one  hundred  twenty-five 
women— black  and  white— showed  up  to  express  their 
fear,  anger,  and  desire  to  help  solve  the  problems 
besetting  Durham.  Although  the  women  did  not 
always  agree,  they  worked  together  to  peacefully 
bridge  the  racial  divide. 

During  the  summer  of  1969,  Women-In-Action  op- 
erated a  center  in  downtown  Durham  to  distribute 
information  on  court  ordered  school  desegregation  and 
to  answer  parents'  questions.  The  group  was  credited 
for  a  peaceful  first  day  of  school  and  was  then  asked  to 
assist  in  Wilmington's  schools  integration. 

Since  1970,  Women-In-Action  has  operated  a  clear- 
inghouse to  aid  Durhamites  who  have  "fallen  between 
the  cracks"  and  no  longer  qualify  for  social  service 
assistance.  Often,  these  are  gainfully  employed  people 
who  live  paycheck  to  paycheck  and  are  easily  devas- 
tated by  hardships.  Spaulding  says  she  strongly  be- 
lieves that,  "Every  human  being  should  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  develop  to  his  or  her  highest  potential." 

In  addition  to  her  work  with  Women-In-Action, 
Spaulding  served  for  ten  years  on  the  Durham  County 
Board  of  Commissioners— the  first  woman  ever 
elected  to  the  position— and  has  been  on  numerous 
social  services  and  arts  boards  and  committees.  She 
has  also  received  many  awards,  including  the  George 
Washington  Honor  Medal  from  the  Freedom  Foun- 
dation. 

Spaulding  continues  to  serve  her  Durham  commun- 
ity and  state,  setting  an  outstanding  example  of  social 
consciousness  for  her  four  grown  children. 
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LITERATURE 
Clyde  Edgerton 


An  internationally  renowned  voice  of  the  "New 
South."  Clyde  Edgerton  receives  the  1997  North  Caro- 
lina Award  in  Literature  for  his  ability  to  use  North 
Carolina's  timeless  storytelling  tradition  as  an  inspira- 
tion for  tales  that  act  as  a  balm  and  catalyst  for  today 
and  the  future. 

Inspired  by  strong  women  storytellers  from  his 
childhood,  Edgerton  creates  powerful  storytelling 
protagonists  in  his  novels.  His  first  novel  Raney  was  an 
instant  success  thanks  to  the  heroine's  clear  and  con- 
stant voice.  She  sees  life  through  a  small  town  Baptist 
filter,  which  causes  humorous  situations  to  arise  be- 
tween Raney  and  her  new  Episcopalian  husband  from 
Atlanta. 

Edgerton,  a  Durham  native,  found  the  seed  for  his 
next  novel  Walking  Across  Egypt  while  visiting  his 
mother  in  the  small  town  of  Bethesda.  The  book's  cen- 
tral character  is  Mattie  Rigsbee,  a  seventy-eight-year- 
old  widow  with  no  grandchildren  who  takes  in  a  ne'er- 
do-well  teen-aged  orphan.  This  tale  rewards  readers 
with  deep  insights  on  intelligence,  ignorance,  provin- 
cialism, and  worldliness. 

Edgerton  was  a  U.S.  Navy  pilot  from  1966-1971  in 
Southeast  Asia.  His  memories  of  the  Vietnam  War 
inspire  the  writer's  third  novel  The  Floatplane  Note- 
books. Detailing  the  blue-collar  Copeland  family's  his- 
tory, happiness,  and  heartache,  this  novel  contem- 
plates the  pain  of  war,  pathos,  and  survival  as  filtered 
through  the  dream  of  building  a  pontoon  airplane. 

The  setting  for  Edgerton's  fourth  novel  Killer  Diller 
is  a  small  North  Carolina  university.  It  is  full  of  small 
college  politics,  the  challenges  of  fund  raising,  and  the 
struggle  of  the  twins  Ned  and  Ted  Sears  to  be  Chris- 
tians. Edgerton's  years  of  teaching  at  two  small  col- 
leges give  him  special  insight  into  life  at  church- 
sponsored  academic  institutions. 

His  last  novel  Where  Trouble  Sleeps  is  a  fictionalized 
account  of  his  childhood,  starting  with  a  trip  to  see  the 
electric  chair  when  he  was  five  years  old.  Its  ultimate 
lesson  is  that  the  wages  of  sin  are  death,  but  that  we  can 
all  love  ourselves  whatever  our  condition. 

The  novelist  holds  a  B.A.  and  an  M.A.  degree  in 
English  education  and  the  Ph.D.  degree  in  curriculum 
and  instruction  from  UNC-Chapel  Hill.  His  awards 
include  a  Guggenheim  Fellowship,  the  Lyndhurst 
Prize,  and  the  Regan-Rubin  Award.  He  has  been 
awarded  honorary  degrees  by  St.  Andrews  College 
and  UNC-Asheville. 

In  his  novels  Edgerton  presents  ordinary  people, 
allowing  them  to  be  themselves.  On  the  heels  of  Wil- 
liam Faulkner,  Eudora  Welty  and  Flannery  O'Connor, 
Edgerton's  wry  humor  breathes  life  into  characters 
that  might  have  been  stereotypes.  Instead,  they  be- 
come real  people  with  dilemmas  known  to  all  of  us. 

Using  prose  that  is  often  deceptively  simple,  he 
views  the  world  with  an  unjaundiced  eye.  Edgerton 
often  writes  in  creative  bursts,  his  comedy  is  deft,  his 
narrative  inventive.  The  writer's  recollections  of  grow- 
ing up  a  Southerner  and  hearing  hometown  tales, 
along  with  this  native  wit  and  sensitivity,  yield  tales  of 
the  evolving  South  wedded  with  the  simplicity,  charm 
and  brilliance  of  the  North  Carolina  storytelling 
tradition, 

Edgerton,  his  wife  Susan  and  their  daughter  live  in 
Durham. 
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